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Component Summary
The purpose of this component is to develop learners’ knowledge, understanding and skills of
sensory and environmental factors for individuals on the autistic spectrum.

Standards
This component has 3 standards

	1
	Understand current drivers which promote active support for individuals on the autistic spectrum

	2
	Understand key characteristics of active support with individuals on the autistic spectrum

	3
	Be able to engage individuals on the autistic spectrum through active support



Summary of Assessment
This component is assessed internally by the centre and externally verified by AIM Awards. 

The following information details what the learner must successfully complete to achieve the component. Knowledge that must be demonstrated by the learner is highlighted in purple and any associated assessment requirements have been provided. Assessment verbs are displayed in italics and expectations for these at each level, along with information on different assessment methods, are available in ‘A Guide to Assessing AIM Awards Qualifications’ on the AIM Awards website (www.aimawards.org.uk). 

This document has been designed to be used as a Record of Learner Achievement Form; Assessors must make it clear to Internal and External Verifiers where achievement of each standard has been evidenced.  Once the work has been marked and signed off as meeting the standards by the Assessor, final feedback should be provided to the learner.
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It is expected that before the component is delivered, the Tutor/Assessor will have read the Qualification Handbook to ensure all conditions regarding Rules of Combination, delivery, assessment and internal quality assurance are fulfilled.
Please note this component will be withdrawn from any new learner registrations on 31/12/2019. Please contact AIM Awards for further information on 01332 341822.
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	1
	The learner will understand the sensory needs of individuals on the autistic spectrum



	The learner must know:
	Assessment Requirements

	Evidence Location

	1.a
	How processing information from the seven senses may be different for individuals on the autistic spectrum
	Learners should analyse how processing information
from the seven senses may be different for individuals on the autistic spectrum
	The following assessment methods can be used in the assessment of this standard:
· Written tasks/questions and answers
· Oral questions and answers
· Group discussion
· Written or pictorial information
This list is not exhaustive and other appropriate assessment methods may be used.


	

	1.b
	How individuals on the autistic spectrum process information personally to interpret the world around them
	Learners should analyse how individuals on the autistic
spectrum process information personally to interpret the world around them
	
	

	1.c
	How individuals on the autistic spectrum may experience sensory inputs
demonstrating:
(a) hyposensitivity
(b) hypersensitivity
	Learners should explain how individuals on the autistic
spectrum may experience sensory inputs
demonstrating:
(a) hyposensitivity
(b) hypersensitivity
	
	

	1.d
	For different individuals
on the autistic spectrum of how sensory
experiences may change:
(a) in different environments
(b) over a one hour period
(c) over a 24hr period
(d) across life span
(e) between different individuals
(f) in different interactions
	Learners should give examples for different individuals on the autistic spectrum of how sensory
experiences may change:

(a) in different environments
(b) over a one hour period
(c) over a 24hr period
(d) across life span
(e) between different individuals
(f) in different interactions
	
	

	1.e
	The behaviours as a result of sensory experiences for different individuals on the autistic spectrum:
(a) in different environments
(b) over a one hour period
(c) over a 24hr period
(d) across life span
(e) between different individuals
(f) in different interactions
	Learners should analyse the behaviours as a result of
sensory experiences for different
individuals on the autistic spectrum:
(a) in different environments
(b) over a one hour period
(c) over a 24hr period
(d) across life span 
(e) between different individuals
(f) in different interactions

	
	

	1.f
	The impact of an individual’s
sensory processing differences on:
(a) self
(b) others
(c) environment
	Learners should analyse the impact of an individual’s
sensory processing differences on:
(a) self
(b) others
(c) environment
	
	

	1.g
	How to manage sensory
processing differences that affect
individuals on the autistic spectrum:
(a) in a positive way
(b) in a negative way
(c) during different periods of the day
	Learners should explain how to manage sensory
processing differences that affect individuals on the autistic spectrum:
(a) in a positive way
(b) in a negative way
(c) during different periods of the day
	
	



Further Information for Tutors/Assessors

Individual: is someone accessing care or support.

1.d and 1.e Different individuals: examples from a minimum of three individuals must be given.

1.d Interactions may include:
· language and other non-verbal communication
· behaviour
· dress code
· personal hygiene and scents
· fabrics
· interactions
· appearance.
1.f Others may include:
· families and Carers
· colleges
· work colleagues of individuals
· own Colleagues
· advocates
· other professionals
· wider networks.







	2
	The learner will be able to assess the sensory processing differences of individuals on the autistic spectrum



	The learner must be able to:

	Assessment Requirements
	Evidence Location

	2.a
	Compare the sensory processing
differences of individuals on the autistic
spectrum from:

(a) the individual’s perspective
(b) observation
(c) others
(d) wider networks
(e) available supporting documents
	The following assessment method must be used in the assessment of this standard:
· Observation of learner practical ability

Additionally, the following assessment methods may be used in the assessment of this standard:
· Written tasks/questions and answers
· Oral questions and answers
· Group discussion
· Written or pictorial information
This list is not exhaustive and other appropriate assessment methods may be used.


	

	2.b
	Work in partnership with others to carry out assessment of sensory processing differences
	
	

	2.c
	Use agreed ways of working to record outcomes of assessment of sensory processing differences of individuals
	
	





Further Information for Tutors/Assessors

2.a Wider networks may include:
· community links
· transport links
· employment
· education
· social.
Supporting documents may include:
· one page profile
· communication plan
· care/support plan
· communication passport.











	3
	The learner will be able to create environments to support individuals on the autistic spectrum



	The learner must be able to:

	Assessment Requirements
	Evidence Location

	3.a
	Adapt environments to respond to assessed sensory differences for individuals on the autistic spectrum
	The following assessment method must be used in the assessment of this standard:
· Observation of learner practical ability

Additionally, the following assessment methods may be used in the assessment of this standard:
· Written tasks/questions and answers
· Oral questions and answers
· Group discussion
· Written or pictorial information
This list is not exhaustive and other appropriate assessment methods may be used.


	

	3.b
	Provide opportunities to enrich sensory experience by:
(a) increasing sensory stimulation
(b) reducing sensory overload
	
	

	3.c
	Work in partnership with the individual and others to conduct a risk assessment for equipment used to support the sensory needs of an individual on the autistic spectrum
	
	

	3.d
	Adapt own interaction to respond to assessed sensory differences
	
	

	3.e
	Work with wider networks to offer information, advice and guidance to support an individual on the autistic spectrum
	
	

	3.f
	Support others to adapt their interaction to respond to assessed sensory differences
	
	

	3.g
	Review adaptations made to the environment to continue to support the sensory needs of an individual
	
	



Further Information for Tutors/Assessors

3.a Environments may include:
· Sensory
· External and internal
· Rooms
· Colours
· Equipment
· Resources
· Personal effects of anyone who comes into contact.
3.c Equipment may include: every day and/or domestic items but may also include more specialist equipment for example
· weighted duvet / jackets
· ear defenders
· IPods /iPads
· sensory toys
· light boxes
· Musical instruments
· Trampoline.




Final Tutor Feedback (Strengths and Areas for Improvement):
	









Learner Submission Disclaimer
I declare that this is an original piece of work and that all of the work is my own unless referenced.

Assessor Disclaimer 
I confirm that this learner’s work fully meets all the assessment requirements listed above at the correct level and that any specified evidence requirements have been addressed.


	Assessor:
	
	Learner:
	
	Date:
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